422                             LORD   CARSON
the post office that afternoon, and they had both admittedly
gone about postal orders. Next morning the postmistress was
sent for by Commander Cotton of Osborne College, and she
gave the following account. She said that, shortly after two
o'clock on the day before, a cadet named Arbuthnot had
come to buy a postal order, and, about an hour afterwards,
a cadet had come and asked her to cash a postal order for
five shillings endorsed " Terence H. Back." She added that,
after he had done so, the same cadet asked for a postal order
for fifteen and sixpence, and had received it. Now Archer-
Shcc had undoubtedly gone to the post office on the yth
October to obtain a postal order for fifteen and sixpence.
All his friends knew that he had set his heart on a model
steam-engine, which he had seen priced in a London cata-
logue at fifteen and sixpence. He had told his best friend,
Cadet Patrick Scholes, immediately before he went down to
the post office,, that he was going to buy a postal order for
the engine. Seven cadets were paraded before her, but she
was unable to identify either Arbuthnot or Archer-Shee;
but, if she was right in her recollection that it had been the
same cadet who had both cashed the postal order for five
shillings and bought the fifteen-and-sixpenny postal order,
there was hardly any need for identification. For someone
had stolen Back's postal order, made a clumsy imitation of
his signature  and cashed it at the post office. It was proof
manifest against Archer-Shce. This seems to have been the
view taken by Commander Cotton. He sent for the boy and
questioned him, and told him to write Cadet Back's name.
He wrote at once, " Terence H. Back." The commander
thought it curious that Archcr-Shce should at once write
down the exact form of signature which appeared on the
endorsement of the postal order. Archer-Shee's writing of
" Terence H. Back," together with the postal order, was
sent to Mr. Gurrin, the greatest expert on handwriting in
England, who pronounced them both to be the work of the
same hand. Upon this evidence the authorities wrote to Mr.
Archer-Shee asking him to remove his boy. It can well be
understood the disgrace and shame which fell upon him
and his parents. Yet the boy himself had shown the greatest